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Phoenix, AZ 85048·8721
602.759.2254 (phone and FAX)
April 4. 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 814
Washington, DC 20554
202.418.2801 FAX

Chairman Hundt,
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• eClil~ry

As a parent with children in the Kyrene Monte Vista Elementary School in the Kyrene School
District, I support the discount plan ofthe Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board. This woulcl I understand, provide a special discounted rate to all school districts across
the country for such things as inside connections to classrooms and access to Intemet. This
would include the installation and maintenance costs for Internet access as well. This plan
would aHow schools with money an opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
leaming opportunities.

I strongly support this issue, and urge you to support it also. The discounts are vital, especially
\vith funds being so scare to so many school districts today. Thank you very much!

Barbara V. Buchanan

No. at Ccp;os rp.c·d__I _
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Dennis P. Lambes
Superintendent of Schools

April 1, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Rl::'r~ ~\"
{ --' ,.' ,f •It::D

APR 8 1997

As the Superintendent of the Northwest Local School District in Ohio, I appreciate
the efforts of all concerned to include telecommunication discounts for schools and
libraries in the Telecommunications Act of 1996. This discount plan would benefit
all schools and create the opportunity for every child to access the Internet. In
addition, schools could more readily provide distance-learning. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.

In our district, dollars saved could be used for critical teacher training in technology
and to continue to upgrade our technology program.

I strongly encourage the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service to schools and libraries.

Thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable
access to the Internet.

Sincerely,

~/9U
Dennis P. Lambes
Superintendent

DPL/pc
NOR11lWE8T LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

ADMINISTRATNE OFFICE 8500 Erie Avenue N. Canal Fulton. OR 44614 (330)854-2291
FAX (330) 854-3591
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Edward Lewis
Teacher Trainer
Chicago Public Schools
Dept. of Learning Technologies
1819 W. Pershing Rd.
Chicago, IL 60608

March 31, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Hundt,

I am a Teacher Trainer from the Chicago Public Schools and I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway. The Telecommunications Act and the
Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest school
will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and be able to proVide its students
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all
our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts
is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of the 21 st Century.

Our schools need the deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. In
Chicago, schools can be charged as much as $375/mo. for a T1 line, (even during the
summer months when school is not in session). This puts extreme pressure on a
school's limited resources. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount
plan for affordable universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sin~ereIY,. J
~J~
Edward A. Lewis

(!)
No. of Copies rec'd; _
Ust ABCDE
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CONROE!tISJJ' INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Woodlands High School
Walter Day
Principal

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W. , Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket NO. 96-45

.- ""'~- #."~.

j t ~:,: ',-'-. ,.~ ~ FilED

April 3, 1997

Dear Commissioner Hundt:
We, as librarians at The Woodlands High School in the Conroe Independent School District, want to

thank you for your dedication to ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the same opportunity as richer schools do to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. This $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of our
schools, and importantly, this plan will bring these services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of the internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential
for preparing our young people to compete in the workplace of tomorrow.

We urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sin~er~l~y, I
. .' . . ··lVV\A-·t'v.t

~ 'f(ti~
[dy Ryan and Liz Johnson

-------------

6101 Research Forest Drive. The Woodlands. Texas 77381 • (409) 273-4837
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Pub{ic Library tJJistrict

7816 West 65th Place, Bedford Park, Illinois 60501 • (708) 458-6826 • Fax (708) 458-3609
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Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

APR 8 '991

Re: CC Docket 96-45 -
Universal Service to Libraries & Schools

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for
libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint
Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant
discounts for the telecommunications and critical, non
telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our
public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and
other on-line resources that are critical to live, learn and
work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the
clear intent of insuring that libraries and schools would be
able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant
discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and
Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the
needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the
internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By
allowing telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to
compete for the aiscounts, the Joint Board has also recognized
the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and
rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our
libraries and schools -- and -- ultimately for us all, as a
better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not
hesitate to call if we can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

~A4/~
.' /1

BARBARA HAFFNER
Library Director

D
---.-_---~------



DeKalb County School System

•
3770 North Decatur Road, Decatur, GA 30032-1099

April 1. 1997

Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

Board of Education Members
William Bradley Bryant, Chair
Phil McGregor, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Andrews
Frances Edwards
Lynn Cherry Grant
Mike Kelly
Terry C. Morris

James R. Hallford, Superintendent

District Office: (404) 297-1200; (404) 297-2300

fiLED

In my role as superintendent of the largest school system in Georgia with over 90,000 students, I
am challenged to provide an education which increases the academic achievement of each
student. This challenge is becoming more expensive annually as we strive to educate a growing
student population reflective of a cultural diversity and poverty. The local school system budget
is reaching the constitutional limit provided for local taxation. Technology has exacerbated this
financial problem due to the need for networking, data warehousing, relational data bases,
training, maintenance, distance learning and classroom computer based curriculum.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan promise the
opportunity to connect each school to the Internet and provide for distance learning at more
affordable cost.

I realize that corporate representatives have not stated opposition to affordable services for
schools, but their actions speak to the universal service portion of the law to favor different
segments of this shifting telecommunications industry. However, the need for schools to be
considered for the E-rate should not be compromised in favor of commercial advantage to the
industry.

We face a shrinking tax base and increased costs to educate a more difficult to instruct student
population. This E-rate would serve to provide the telecommunication needs in the classroom
and better prepare our students for the work force and a quality life.

THE SCHOOL CANNOT LIVE APART FROM THE COMMUM-1Y'

D"';c'ct _



Thank you for considering this request to expand the E-rate for universal service in schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

~Y(·~UUJ~
es R. Hallford, Superi

lb County School System

/aap

cc: Rachelle B. Chong
Susan Ness
James Quello
Dr. Ed Bouie
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4185 BRADDOCK TRAIL
EAGAN, MINNESOTA 55123-1575

Phone 612.683.6900
Fax 612.683.6910
Web: http://IMNW.eagan.k12.mn.us

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As an educator of some ss years working with college and high school age students, I have devoted my
career to helping young people develop skills that are appropriate for the marketplace oftheir generation.
That is why it is so urgent for you to approve the President's proposal to establish deep discounts in
telecommunications costs for schools and libraries across this country. Most schools are able to use
telecommunications technologies, and virtually every school is anxious to help young people learn skills
involving these technologies to prepare them for employment in a technological society.

However, very few schools can afford the telecommunications costs associated with such an endeavor.
Please don't allow our nation's schools to become the "poor kids" once again. Please enable schools,
students, and our future leaders to have discounted "e-rate" access to those technologies they must master
in their lifetime!

Dr. Thomas F. Wilson
Principal
wilsontf@ehs.isd.k12.mn.us

TFW/cd
TFW\FCC Commillionen +/1/(117

%

, I

L.:.,:

._--.- .~-,~.--------

Nationally Recognized School of Excellence· Technology Exemplar Award
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 196 - Rosemount, Apple Valley, Eagan
"Educating Students To Reach Their Full Potential"
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area cooperative educallu/1cJI ::ie/vices

April 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear ChaIrman Hundt:

As the Executive Director for Area Cooperative Educational Services, I would like to thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that
all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide long
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year from the Universal Service Fund will
address the needs of all our schools. More importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. I also see this plan as essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC
to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

(203) 407-4400 • FAX (203) 407-4590· (800) 247-9574· 205 Skiff Street· Hamden, CT 06517-1095
The Regional Educational Service Center Serving South Central Connecticut

Member Districts: AnsoniaiBethanylBranfordlCheshirelDerbylEast HavenIHamdenlMeridenlMiddletownlMilfordlNaugatuck
Ne'l!:~~(fInfordlNorthHavenlOrangelOxfordlRegional District #5IRegional Distric~ #13IRegional District #16

SeymourlShelton/WallingfordIWaterburylWest HavenlWolcottIWoodbrtdge

An Equal Opportunity Agency
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R SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 564 EX P,\FiTE OR LATE FILED

F 230 LABREE AVENUE SOUTH, THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA 56701-2800
SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE 218--681-8711

April 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt

APR 8 1997
Fl';d;~rd\ ComMunications CoromlSSlI'lr.

(lIIllce or Sec'!1'd!)l

I am a superintendent in Independent School District #564, Thief River Falls,
Minnesota, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools and, more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our discounts would allow us to greatly expand our curriculum offerings and
provide a connectiveness to a broader scope of this world. Our students need deep
discounts for telecommunication services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

JWRlrns

No of Copies rec'd 0
,'J3CDE -

School District No. S64 is an equol opportunity educator and employer.



Limon Public Schools
Dr. JerreW.lliss, Superintendent

F:X PAFiTE OR lATE FilED

Teaching today. .. touching tomorrow

April 1, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96.. .45

Dear Chairman:

AET-:,::r\l~... D~.,",,' l,_ \' 4,..,

IAPR - 8 1997.
Fct:krai Communications Commission

Office of SecretaI')!

I am a Superintendent of Limon Public Schools. I would like
to thank you for all the effort and dedication that you
have given in your efforts to assure all schools affordable
access to the information highway. The
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The Limon School
District is currently networking all buildings.

We are anxious to provide Internet access to every
classroom in the district. We are a rural school
district and do not have the research capabilities for our
students that metro-area schools do. Through the Internet
access, we can remain competitive for our students into the
21st century.

Our students deserve equal oQQ0l:'tunitt~s in education.
Deep discounts 1.01: ce.LeCOmmun1cat1ons 1S SLruITgJ.yTreeuo::::u

for us to be able to afford the programs we have planned.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount
plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

Jerre W. Doss, Ed.D.
Superintendent

P.O. Box 249 + 874 F Avenue
Limon, Colorado 80828

Phone: (719) 775-2350 Ext. 361
Fax: (719) 775-9052

Nel of Copies rec'de.-_O _
Ust ASCOE
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401 Plainfield Road • Darien, Illinois 60561-4207

PHONE: 630/887-8760· FAX: 630.887.1018· TOO: 630/887-1421

April 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing concerning CC Docket 96-45-Universal Service to Libraries and Schools. I urge
you to support the discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint
Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services (wiring, cabling and
installation) necessary to assure that all of our public libraries and schools are connected to the
Internet and other online resources that are critical to our increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1997 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools (whether in areas of poverty or middle class) would be able to access the
latest technology. As a trustees of a public library whose income has been restricted by the tax
cap, I can assure you that libraries will need sizable discounts on telecommunication services,
local wiring and Internet access in order to bring Internet access to the general public. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint
Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve our multicultural urban area
as well as the rural area within our state.

Thank you for your attention to this matter of prime importance to libraries and schools. This
ultimately will serve us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

M j UJ
MaryT~Y, President
Indian Prairie Public Library Board of Trustees

No. of Copies roc'd
List ABeDE '-----
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Unified School District #230

April 4, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
191 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,

Board of Education Office
101 E. South Street, Spring Hill, KS 66083

phone: 913/592-7205 fax: 913/592-7270
e-mail address:ksshdo@unicom.net

Dr. Barton L Goering, Superintendent
Dr. Dan L.umlry, Amltant SlIpenntendent

Myrna Mom'son, Bllsiness Manager/Treasurer
Koren Meints, Clerk of the Board

I am the Superintendent of Schools for Spring Hill Unified School District No. 230 in
Spring Hill, Kansas. I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all
schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools \vill have the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our district has been using grant funds to equip classrooms and labs with up-to-date
computer equipment. Now we need help to allow our students to learn and communicate
globally.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

~/~~.
Barton L. Goering, PhD/
Superintendent of Schools No. of Copies rec1dc--() _

UstABGDE

Board of Education
Kaue Fisher President· Carmen Ellis, Vice President

Craig Dnlmmond, Member· Frank '!-le"ly, Member' Willialll 1\leek, Member· Bob Metcalf, Member



401 Plainfield Road • Darien, Illinois 60561-4207
PHONE: 630/887-8760· FAX: 630.887.10]8· TOO: 630/887-142]
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April 3, 1997
lVEO

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

'APR 8 1997

I am writing concerning CC Docket 96-45-Universal Service to Libraries and Schools. I urge
you to support the discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint
Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services (wiring, cabling and
installation) necessary to assure that all of our public libraries and schools are connected to the
Internet and other online resources that are critical to our increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1997 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools (whether in areas of poverty or middle class) would be able to access the
latest technology. As a trustees of a public library whose income has been restricted by the tax
cap, I can assure you that libraries will need sizable discounts on telecommunication services,
local wiring and Internet access in order to bring Internet access to the general public. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint
Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve our multicultural urban area
as well as the rural area within our state.

Thank you for your attention to this matter of prime importance to libraries and schools. This
ultimately will serve us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions or comments.

Theresa R. Noose, Legislative Liaison
Indian Prairie Public Library Board of Trustees

o
rcc'd'-----

-_._--------
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Florence Public School District One
319 South Dargan Street • Florence, South Carolina • 29506-2589

Telephone: (803) 669-4141 • FAX: (803) 673-1108

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

The Honorable Reed HWldt. Chainnan
Federal CommWlications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Rr:(~E'VED

APR &1997
NlIlt:W., ,..jIlIllUi\lllIOAtlon& Comm!ssiQIl

OOictlllt Seemary

As the Assistant Superintendent of this district that supervises the expansion oftechnology in
our public schools. I am extremely intcrested in the Telecommunications Act that will
guarantee school districts large discounts for the costs of these services

As you know. this type oftechnology is expensive, both for the wiring and the Internet
services. While we are not unique, this district is hard pressed to meet present financial
obligations. We must sell bonds in order to fund purchases of computers and other hardware.
The installation and monthly charges are beyond our capacity to pay.

Our students need access to the Internet and all of the information that it holds. Please
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal services for schools.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

()..,

es F. Reames, Jr.
Assistant Superintendent for Student Services

reC'd __I__
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LialSefico{
5900 Vavis 5(oad

Wliitefiouse, Ohio 43571

April 5. 1997

The Honot'dble Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

DearChaimlan Hlmdt:

REceiVED

APR a1997.1

Fed\lll\ C\\"'\'I\\Il'1il1lions Commiuion
Office of Secrt1Iry

( am writing you in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all schools and
libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world of information
technology. The passage of the Telecommunications Act last year mandates the development of a
rate for education or an "e-rate" to secure affordable nltes reflecting the financial capability of this
community.

Without discounts on internal wiring and Internet access, our school will not be able to afford these
services. Catholic School are excluded from most local and state funded initiatives for the
purchase of technology hardware leaving us significantly disadvantaged.

Integrating technology into the curriculum requires advanced telecommunications servil~es and
access for all classrooms. Our school's technology plan encompasses far-reaching dreams as well
as dear action steps to obtain what is best for our students. Funding for technology is critical for
the full development of these child.ren.

I ask yOll to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries at
significantly discounted rates. I also strongly urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring
the world of infoIDlalion to every school child and lifelong leamer in America.

Sincerely,

~~~~~IJD
Sister Margaret Mary Faist, SND
Principal

No. of Copies rec·d'---__' __
List ABeDE

Phone: 419-877~5167 ~.. Fax' 419-877-9385 ••• Email: to!edolialw@connectinc.com



PEOPLES MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

P.O. BOX 367

E. B. FITZGERALD, III

GRETNA, VIRGINIA 24557

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

,.~ LATE FilED
~,,~ v. to

(804) 656-2291

April 4, 1997

APR 8 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt;

We believe that the adoption of some of the Joint Board's recommendations
concerning universal service support would kill incentive for investment in rural telephone
infrastructure and would severely damage economic development in rural Virginia and, indeed,
rural America. Thus we urge you to lead your Commission to adopt a plan which would give
some incentive to rural development.

Yours very truly,

~E. B. FItzgerald, III

EBF:ks

No. of Go;:;es fac'd
Ust N3C()E ~---

-----._------



HOPE SCHOOLS
Box 218· Hope, Kansas 67451
Principal, Donald L. Karr

April 4, 1997

RURAL VISTA
U.S.D.481

Box 217 • Hope, Kansas 67451
Superintendent, Gerald D. McClure

WHITE CITY SCHOOLS
Box 8 • White City, Kansas 66872

Principal, Lucy Bourgeois

RECEIVED

[APR 8 1997

o

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW. Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Honorable Hundt:

I am the superintendent ofUS.D. #481, Hope, Kansas. My district is one of several small enrollment
schools in Kansas. Presently we have 432 F.T.E. enrollment. I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and consortia, regardless of size, will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Join Board decision will guarantee that all schools
will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet.

Our students need the communication services, with a needed discount this type of service \\'111 take place.
I urge the FCC to support the discount plan for public schools.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. McClure

.. 01 Copies rec'd
List ABCDE -----
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MiHord Public Schools
1200 West 1st, Milford, Nebraska 6S405

Gerald L. Bond
Secondary Principal

761-2525

Alan R. Katzberg, Ed. D.
Superintendent

761-8821

Dennis Isernhagen
Elementary Principal

761-240S - Milford
795-87S0 - Pleasant Dale

April 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

APR 8199J

Dear Chairman HUlldt:
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Our students need additionalleaNin.()p~i\yeneed deep discounts for
telecommunications services this year. Imge d'le;FCC toJuDy support the Joint Board's discount
plan for service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~~1
Superintendent
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"Milford Public Schools ... learning to live, living to learn."



Ramona Unified School District
720 Ninth Street • Ramona, CA 92065-2399
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April 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919M Street, my, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
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Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a superintendent from Ramona Unified School District, and I would like to thank you for
your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunication services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

:Mt
" . ", , t

G) "11ltld!lld~
Mith Endeman, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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EX PAHTE OR LATE F\LED

April 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

[8Ontario
Telephone
Company, Inc.

75 Main Street
P.O. Box 39
Phelps, NY 14532
315.548.2411 tel
315.541.9499 fax

I Union Street
P.O. Box712
TruITBmburg, NY 14BB6
601.l17.1411 tel

. 601.311.3319 fax

Dear Chairman Hunt,

I urge you to adopt the recommendations submitted to you in the ex parte of March 26 by the
state members of the Federal-State Joint Board. That Ex parte urges the FCC to adopt the February 13,
1997 Rural Telephone Company Transition Plan proposed by the United States Telephone Association
and the Rural Telephone Coalition.

This Joint Board recommendation would freeze federal universal service support, which is
essential for maintaining affordable telephone rates, at past investment levels on a per line basis for
rural telephone companies. This freeze would chill any incentive for companies such as ours, to invest
in new infrastructure and would cause damage to economic development in our area.

The Joint Board recommendation would also cut off support for most business lines and all
second residences. This cut off would mean an immediate and significant decrease in the amount of
universal service support these consumers' lines receive. Negative consequences of this proposal
include:

Significantly higher cost of Internet usage for rural households and businesses that use a
second line for this connection.

Increased prices for telecommunications services, that are important for businesses to
stay or locate in our area.

Administrative nightmares with regards which lines are supported versus unsupported.

It is essential that the FCC encourage investment in, ad maintain affordable access to modern
telecommunications services for all, not just the high end users. Your support for a fair universal service
transition plan for rural telephone companies and consumers is vital.

Sincerely,
..

~~
William W. Griswold
President &COO

cc: Rachelle Chong, Susan Ness, James Quello
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April 2,1997

The Honorable Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt,

I urge you to adopt the recommendations submitted to you in the ex parte of March 26 by the
state members of the Federal-State Joint Board. That Ex parte urges the FCC to adopt the February 13,
1997 Rural Telephone Company Transition Plan proposed by the United States Telephone Association
and the Rural Telephone Coalition.

This Joint Board recommendation would freeze federal universal service support, which is
essential for maintaining affordable telephone rates, at past investment levels on a per line basis for
rural telephone companies. This freeze would chill any incentive for companies such as ours, to invest
in new infrastructure and would cause damage to economic development in our area.

The Joint Board recommendation would also cut off support for most business lines and all
second residences. This cut off would mean an immediate and significant decrease in the amount of
universal service support these consumers' lines receive. Negative consequences of this proposal
include:

Significantly higher cost of Internet usage for rural households and businesses that use a
second line for this connection.

Increased prices for telecommunications services, that are important for businesses to
stay or locate in our area.

Administrative nightmares with regards which lines are supported versus unsupported.

It is essential that the FCC encourage investment in, ad maintain affordable access to modern
telecommunications services for all, not just the high end users. Your support for a fair universal service
transition plan for rural telephone companies and consumers is vital.

Sincerely,

~~
William W. Griswold
President & COO

cc: Rachelle Chong, Susan Ness, James Quello
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April 7, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

LEXINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO
715 Ninth Street

West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

(803) 796·4708
FAX (803) 739·4063

"
VIA FAX #(202)418-2801

I=ff:Cf:IVED
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Federal f\..,ommunie:at;:
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I am superintendent of Lexington School District Two and I would like to thank you for your efforts to
ensure that an school districts will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to cOlmccl to the Intemet and prpviqe Qistancc-leaming opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all ow' schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directl)' to the classroom where sludtlllls learn. Your inclusioo Qf internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. lllis plan is essential for preparing the workforce,oftolnorl'ow.

The savings from the discounts would allow the district to purchase additional computer technology and
instructional software. This will allow more effective use of the Internet for all of our ~11~dellls,

OUf students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support
the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~~
Joe Bonds
Superintendent

far


